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5° MINING LAWS OF FRaNcH MDROCCOL” 
By By Pe Youngnan? — 
" PREFATORY NOTE 


This paner presents one of a series of digests of foreign mining leg- 
iclation and court decisions that is veing prepared in advance of a general report 
relative to the rights of American citizens to explore for minerals and to own 
and overate mines in various foreign countries. This interpretation of tie. mining 
legislation of French Morocco was prepared from a translation of the law made’ by 
Robert Re Bradford, american consul, Casablanca, — and submitted ai 
tas oe ee of the. Department of State. . 


"INTRODUCTION 


The basic mining law of Frenc: Morocco is tne Edict of 1914, “Danir of 
Jamary 19, 1914, for the Regulation of Mineral Prospecting and, Exploitation in 
the Zone of the French Protectorate of the Cherifien Impire," which, as the : 
nreamvle st.tes, was ~romulgated et the instance of the Director General of Public 
Jorks, in consideration of the fact that mines constitute one of tne sources of. 
wealth of the Zi res. _ . | | 

According to a consular report, dated May 18, 1923, by. re men 
tioned above, the mining industr: of that country,.aside from the exploitation | 
of the extensive phosphate deposits, can scarcely be said to exist, but the . 
potential fiela for mining is promising. However, no large-scale exploitation of 
the mineral wealth of Frencn Moroeco can be hoped for until there is complete 
nacification of larze areas that are still in an unsubdued state or. until. adequate 
transvortation facilities, scientific ‘Irospecting, and large investrents of es 
ital are assured. 


An edict in 1920 (Dahir of January 27, 1920) modified the law mentioned 
adove by declaring the »rospecting for and the exploitation of phosphates to de 
exclusively reserved to the Government. The Dahir 0.” august 7, 1920, announced 
tae creation of tne Cher ifien Phosphate Office (Office. Cherifien ces Phosvhates), | 
a State monopoly charged wita the si ah inanagament, and. exnvloitation of the 
Seciate: of Moroccose 


1. . The Bureau of Mines will welcome the Sate of this paper, previned the 
following footnote acknowledgment is used: ‘Reprinted from Ue Se Bureau of 


Mines Information Circular 6266." 
ee Rare metals and nonmetals divisions. 
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All references in this aaa res sthaiwine cai are to 
articles of the Decree. of Jamary. 19,.1914. 


CLASSIFICATION OF MINERAL SUBSTANCES 


ae 


_ “Mineral deposits “fall into one-of two - ‘Classes-—tanély,” nines and 
quarriese oe. se oe 


"le Mines include deposits of ores from which all metals or combinations 
of metals are extracted; sulvhur or arsenic ores; soluble salts or those related 
to these various ores; graphite and combustible fossils, except peat; hydrocarcons 
free or incorporated with gangue; "rare earths, such as zirconium, thorium, and 
cerium"; nitrates, borates, and associated salts; phosphates; rock salts and salts 
of. potassium and other associated salts; and springs ee Ser ws subterranean water 
from which salt may. ‘be extracted. (arte: 20) | 


Quarries: iticlude adpopits of mineral gubetuuess aiet ‘clageea under 
mines, pattionanly those’ of building materials, ‘stone, and’ fertilizers; peat bos 
for the purpose of the ‘law, may ‘be considered quarries. (art. Be) : 


Any dispute that arises with regard to the legal Saesification of a 
substance or of a deposit is settled by a "Cherifien Dahir" (imperial edict), 
perenne. at the instance of the Bureau of Mines ea des utpeais (Arte 4.) 


oe OWNERSHIP 

:  . ‘No definite statement ‘is made in the law andes spneianetinn concerning 
the ownershin of mineral substances by @ither the State or the surface owner. The 
Government does not claim royalties, but it does collect a’surface tax (gee ‘| 
page 9).. The owner of the ground, howev: r, has the right to exploit quarries (in- 
clucin, neat bogs) 3. but if ne does not‘ e: rercisé that richt, the prospector or 
exploiter who. does is neymitted to use exclusively any substance that ‘he may un 
cover. for. his mining overations without paving anything therefor to the owner ‘of 
the grounds (Arts. 3 and 37). a ee | 


| | . Prospecting and mining permits,’ within - the Limits: of the - ‘area hay! cover 
and without respéct to depth, give to the holders thereof the ‘right to all deposit 
classed as mines, with reservations as to nitrates, rock salt and other salts,. 
Ga a saline Beers waters (see page Me and paoeoeete (See page 7) 
Arte 2e 


a Sk ey _— RIGHTS OF FOREIGNERS” a 
es \. 

a Article 1 of the Edict of 1914 ‘states: that. the object of the dectee. 
-; -le "to set forth the conditions relative, to the vrospect#ng: for and the exploita- 
' -Gion of mines in the Trench Protectorate of. Morocco. for both Moroccan subjects. Er.¢ 
- foreigners. Article 7‘of the :same edict says that. prospecting and exploitation 
may be carried on (under conditions established ‘by. the edict). by any individual 
or by any regularly constituted commanye.::However, an applicant for mining priv— 
ileges (or his agent) or the duly authorized representative of a company must 
establish a domicile in one of the following cities of Morocco: The vorts of 


the French zone that are onen to outside commerce and the cities of Fex, Marrakes} 
Meknes, and Oudjda, as well as other cities in the same zone that may later be 


desiznated by the Govermmente (Arte 8) 


Wr he + -¥ 23 ——— nt a 
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sy, 


EXCLUSION OF GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS © 


"Functionaries of the Cherifien Government and French functionaries 
in service in Morocco, belonging to all ‘classes, as well as their relatives to the \ 
second Gegree, can not in the zone of the nrotectorate obtain directly or indirect- | 
ly the right to vrospect for or exploit mines, nor can they become agents or repre- j 
sentatives of those interested in these matters" (Art. 9.) / 


y ; a 
a ee - 


PROSPECTING 

| Permits | 

: Generale--Al thougn prospecting for mines is free in the French Pro~ 
tectorate, if the prospector wishes to secure control of the deposits (classed 


ag mines) that he has uncovered by his efforts he mst obtain an exclusive pro-. 
specting »emit. (Art. 10.) 


Priority of rigzgnte—Priority of rignt to the securing of an eechaiaiwe, 
>ermit agenends uvon priority in making the application, as determined by the order 
of entry in the official resisters (Artse 11 and 15.) Except for nitrates, rock 
salts or other allied salts, and springs and saline underground waters, only .. 
nolders of prospecting permits are granted exploitation permits. (see nese 5). 

(arts. 24 and 51.) - 


spoLeations--According to article 14, an avolication mst show ‘the 
following: . | | B.'s 


~ ae on surname, nrofession, and domicile (see pe 2). ef ‘the etier 
tioner or of the agent, if one has been specially authorized; and in the case of 
& company, its designation and the domicile of its revresentative. 


2e Certification that the marker (designating the central point of the 
claim) has been “laced - position, wOcehace with tne date of its placenent. 


Byery- erplication mst be necompanted by the following documents: 


a4 le All vapers necessary to establish: the identity anc the domicile 
of those appearing as claimants or agents, as well as their right to acte 


2e A copy of the appropriate section of a 1:200,000~scale map, saitaat € 
in. Morocco, or the reproduction (on -the same scale) of a map publishec on a scale 
of at least 1:500,000, with a diagram of the area requested and of the cooréinat-e¢ 
cefining its cent ral ynoint, together with plans and sketches, ona scale of 
1:10,000, repeating the de scrintions and completin,; tnem, if necessary, with re- 
gard to the marking of tae centrel point in connection with the nearest fixed 
0intse | 


Se <A receipt, shoving that nayment has been made to the Banque atStat 
of a sum equal to the surface tax due for tne first year of prospecting. 


Applications are presented to the Bureau of Mines (arte 15), which 
answers toe requests by granting permits or by informing the anplicants of 
the reasons for refusinge (Arte 16.) 
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Every application is entered in a svecial register, with an indication 
of the date and the order of Sea mee: are ety espe on the receint given to 
the applicante (Arte 15.) | 


No application »resented in the name of a comoany will be received un 
‘less. it is accormanied by documents showing the legal. constitution of the comany. 
(Arte.?.) ‘Every aoplicant, individual or commany, must select a domicile accept- 
able to the Government (see Pe 2 )- All notifications coming under the Decree of 
1914 are valid if made to the interested persons in their chosen domiciles or to 
a — of the local epvenme in case no domicile has been chosen. 
Arte 8e 


Duratione--The duration of a prospecting permit is three years, counting 
from the date of its issuance. ‘The grantee may not have his permit renered for 
another three years unless he has applied for an exploitation permit. (Art. 18. ) 


Transfere—-A de ace tae peimit, considered a personal right, may be 
ceded or transferred for the whole of an area, not for a part thereof. In adcit. C 
to tne usual tax on the cession of personal rights, there is a tax of 300 francs” 
wpon each transfer or cession (see pe 3°} whicn is paid to the Banque d'htat, to 
be creditec to the account of the French Protectorate. The receipt for the pay- 
nent of this tax is attached to the notification of transfer that must be sent to 
the’ Bureau of Minese (Art. 20.) 


|  Remnciation—-A prospector may renounce ‘his claim by merely notifying 
the Bureau of Mines, the surrender talking effect upon the day when the notifica- 
tion is nanded or transmitted by registered letter to tus bureau. The nrospvector, 
though he is entitled to remove all objects belonging to him, may not claim any 
right or privilege because of the work he has done, unless he has discovered 
nitrates or rock salts on his claim (see pseze 7), nor may he claim the return of 
_ taxes paid or due. Waenever a permit comes to an end, the holder thereof must 
— his marker from the central point of the claim (see below). (Arts. 21 and 
22, ) / 

— Area of a Cleim 


The area is a square defined by its central coat and by the length of 
its sides, which mst extend in the north-south and east-west directions; the 
length of the sides, to be established by the applicant, must be between 1 and 4 
kilometerse If, however, tne square is found to intersect another square covered 
by a previous permit, the limit of the two »rospecting areas (between the two - 
points of intersection) is to be represented by the boundaries of the first squea-t 
and not by those of tne ‘second. At any time, the holder of the second ».ermit ma’ 
call upon the Bureau of Mines to verify the limits of his prospecting area and 
those near him, provided that he defrays the expenses of ‘the »rocedure and pro- 
vided that he turns over to the penaee ee provisionally, & sum ie be fixec 
by the bureau. (art. 126) | | | 


Every request for a prospecting pemnit must he pwacadea by the marking 
out of the central point of the claim. For this nurvose, a marker mst be vut in 
place in the center of the square, with a notice of the date when the marker was 
put in »osition, the dimensions of the square,: and the riame of the claimant. The 
marker must be kept in good condition Banden the entire life of the permit. (Art.1. 


3. -fhe value of the franc -in 1928 was 30921 conte. | 
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‘Right: of the Prospector to. “the Products of his Labor 


The prospector may freely disooes of all vroducts en of being 
granted that are the result of sencniad after ‘paying the saxee fixed by article 
46. (Arte 17.) 2 


| EXPLOITATION 
‘Permits | 


General.—The permit to ) exploit a mine is given by a a Cherifien Dahir 
(royal decre e)s ‘(Arte Due). - 


Priority of rizht to a concessiéne——None but the holder of a prospecting 


ne watt (unexoired at the time of tue request) may obtain the right to exploit any 
areae (Arte 24.) Yor an exception to this rule, see page 3. 


- Anplication.--The application ‘for a permit to exvloit, ‘whitch is made 
to the Bureau of Mines, must be accomanied by a plan ona scale of 1:10,000, 
showing the orizinal »nrospecting area and the exploitation area desired, and by 
211 information necessary for the recognition and identification of the boundary 
stones, wnich shall have been previously placed on the outer edges of the claime 
The anplication mast be accompanied my any other information oan by yas 


Bureau of Mines. (Arte 26-) 


In addition to being at the disposal. of the public in the office of the 
Bureau of Mines, the application is published in the "Bulletin Officiel" of the 
Protectorate. The public is notified also, at least a month in advance, of the 
date upon which the cureau is to verify and, if necessary, to rectify the bound- 
aries of the area sought. 


The anplicant mst defray all exoenses in connection with the establish- 
ment of his claim, paying the provisional sum decided uwnon oy the Bureau of Mines 
within 15 days from the date of tne making of the request. If these expenses are 
not met, the application will not be granted. (Arte 27) a a 


As stated in a preceding varagraph, permission to exploit is granted 
through an edict, hich fixes the boundaries of the concession. (Art. 28) Notice 
must oe given to the apnvlicant whether the decree is signed or the request is 
refused or the granting of the nermit is postponed for reasons of pudlic safety. 
(Art. 28.) Before the delivery of the document conferring the permit, the anpli- 
cant must pay a fixed tax of 500 francs, to be credited to the account of the 
Frencn Protectorate; default in payment vill result in the cancellation of the 
decreéee (Arte 296) 


isle tions fini, by commanies will not be pace ived enisee cay are 
accompanied by papers showing the legal status thereof. (Arte 7.) 


Transfer.--The exnloitation permit, in common witn the exploration 
permit, may be ceded or transferred provided the cession or transfer covers the 
entire area, The conditions of transfer are practically the same as those for 


-@ 
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the transfer of a nermit to explore (see page 4 ); the tax, however, is 
500 francs instead of 300. (Arts Sle} The fixed installations built to make 
use of either a prospecting or an exnloiting right are considered part of the 
transfer, unless otherwise stipulated in the agreement. (Arts 44.) 


emneiatiene= ime surrender or remnciation of all or part of a 
mining grant or its union with an adjoining one may be secured throagn tne Bureau 
of Mines, by a decreee The néw boundaries must be fixed in accordance with ar 
ticle 25 (see below),and the formalities imosed by article 26 for securing 
the original permit must be observed (see onge 5 )- In case of surrencer, 
the holder of the vermit may remove from the underground works all objects that 
can be taken ava without causing the destruction of the works; he may do what he 
likes with the surface installations belonging to hime (Arte 33-6 ) 


| _ Forfeiture.--If.the holder of an exploitation permit is in arrears in 
the payment of the exploitation tax (see. page 9 ), | and fails to pay tne 
tax within two months after a swrmons issued by the Bureau of Mines, the »ermit 

is forfeited. The forfeited mine is sold by the bureau, by public tender, for tne 
benefit of the forfeiting concessionaire or of his creditors, the sale covering 
tne mine proper, its dependencies, accessory installations, transportation fa- 
dlities built by the exploiter, and all rights and servitudes acne ce vy hime 

- The sum realized from ths sale will be turned over to the Banque als tat for Aine - 
vision among those entitled to it after the deduct on of all expenses incurred by 
the Bureau of Minese Ths sale price must in no case be less than the amount of th 
expensese Further details, with reference to the sequestration of the mine, the 
removal of property aad the removal of boundary marks, and like matters, ar 
coverec by article sepa | | 


., Area of a Concession _ 


The area covered by an exploitation permit may range from 100 hectares + 
2,000 hectares; in form it mst be rectangular (unless the Bureau of Mines makes a 
exception); the sides must run north and south and east and west; the short side 
must not be less.than one-fourth of the long side; and at least taree-fourths of + 
area must be within’ the Limit of the prospecting areas (Arte 256) 


No one person or comany may for any reason hold sxetolbiae: riz nts in 
hiorocco simultaneously over more than 60,000 hectares, under penalty of forfeitin: 
nis permit, exception being made in the following instances; 


ae When adjudications are made with respect to deposits of nitrates, 
rock salts or other allied salts, or springs anc saline nee reroune vaters (see 
arte Sl). (Art. 52.) 


2e Wnen the Government sees ae to zive land and water communication 
concessions. (Arte 52s) 


e 
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Right of’ a&:Concessionaire to Mine ral Substances 


An exploitation permit confers upon its holder the rizgnt to dispose 
freely of all mineral substances extracted within the boundaries of the concese- 
Sion, as well as the rizht to carry out all operations considered necessary for 
exvloitation of the substances classed under mines. (Art. 30s) 


"SPECIAL HEGULATIONS CONGLRNING iITRATES, ETC. 


The ‘special regulations seiueaine aiicatee: rock sant and atnse allied 


salts, and’ dace and saline waters, ‘embodied » in article ol, are ead as 
follows: i... 


le Scictigtion permits do tot follow the prospecting permits for 
substances mentioned in the foregoing paragraphe Those substances may be exploit- 
ed only by public adjudication within the boundaries and during the period sti-- 
pulated in the specifications a Ga the adjudication. 


- ot 2. The adjudication involves. the ‘payment by the purchaser ofa 
special el in ‘addition’ to the regular taxese 


3e ‘The’ Serer may require the saree sey to ‘construct ro ae 
exrloit, curing the period of the adjudication, land and.water communications, 
which: may serve for puntic use," under. certain oper sone 


he Prospectors, supplied with permits, that re within their 
boundaries new deposits of explditable nittates are entitled to a fifth of the . 
special assessment paid by the purchaser, fdér‘a period of 15 years. 


Se Prospectors are not entitled to an indemnity, no matter how long 
the acjucication is delayed, and they may make no claim in connection with the 
wording of the specifications. 


6. Te adjudication does not ‘prevent any ‘person having asegieuniy 
acquired ri-shts in the area adjudicated from ”..- prospecting for or exploiting 
substances other than those that are the subject of the adjucication. 


7. ‘The Goverment reserves to itself the right to exploit the salt 
mines, with due regard to the eoneree provisions relative to prosnecting and 
exploiting. (Arte 51.) . a . 


GOVERNMENT MONOPLY 


As indicated on page i,. “phosphates, which formerly were included in the 
regulations governing nitrates, were declared tne subject of a State monoply by 
tne Edict of Jamary 27, 1920. Article 2 of this edict reads as follows: "Pros~ 


pecting for and exploitation of phosphates are exclusively reserved to the Govern 
ment." 
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‘BY the Edict of August 7, 1920, the Cherifien Phosphate O7fice was 
established, charged wita: tne. exploration, Manageme Nk, and eee of the 
phosphates of Moroccos (dirt. 1.) ' ee 


eee . HIGHS, axD DUTIES OF PROSPECTORS aD EXPLOTTSRS: 


the srosyacter. OF the exploiter has the richt to use any. “substance - 
classed under quarries that he may uncover for the exclusive ‘service of his 
undertaking, without -being. liadle to the owner of the ground. (Arte 37.) He 
has the right to occupy ‘temporarily whatever ground (either within or without 
the limits of his own boundaries) the Bureau of Mines may declare to be necessary 
for tha carrying on‘of the-»rospecting or mining nrojects. (Artee 39 and 40.) 
Ee is not‘entitled, however,.to timber (wood or other vegetal nroducts) nor to 
eny money or other treasures that he may uncover nor to surface waters; he my ~ 
use water for his own underzround workings on condition that he assure the flow 
when his nerd. for it. has ceased. (Art. 38.) 


tod 


Article 42 sets forth tne conditions relative. to the use by the public 
of different facilities established by the concessionaire for the service of tne 
mines Article 34 fixes the limits of nrospectinzg and exploitation zones with © 
respect to villages, ways of cormuanication, and public anc private buildings. Ar 
ticle 35 nrovides for the establishment of protection boundaries, for springs, the 
vays of communication, and buildings, previously mentioned, as well as for all 
points necessary for military defense; within these boundaries prosvectors and 
exploiters. may claim demage only for those works that they may be forced to de- 
molish or abandin, Article 36 states that holders of permits.can not prevent the 
installation of works of public utility within the boundaries covered by the - 
permits nor the exploitation of quarries necessary to these..workse: Article 43 
gives permission for the formation of syndicates by conces sionaires of adjoining 
properties for the establisiment and utilization of transportation ang like ser.. 
Vic8se 


ADNINISTRATIVS.CONTROL = tt 


The "Service des ilines" (Bureau of fines) is the authority charged with 
the execution of tne mining law (Hdict.of 1914) and with:the establishment of 
police and safety regulations. (Art. 48.) 


The prospector and the exploiter must grant to all officials and agents 
of the Bureau of Mines free access to their properties; the exploiter must furnis: 
the officials or agents with every possible aid in their inspections or investize- 
tions and mst lay before them, if they desire it, plans of the mine workings | 
and the registers that they are required to maintain with respect to the amount 
of ore mined and the labor employed. (Arte 49.) 


"With respect to matters not touched upon in the present dahir (Edict 
of 1914), prospectors and exploiters are subject to the regulations arrived at, 
or to be arrived at, in: the Protectorate, ml aepeny et ons regarding internation. 
‘law and ' ‘the treaties." _— 57.) 


i. 
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PUBLICITY 


All apolications made for mining concessions, together with notices of 
the date for boundary determinations (art. 27), all decisions with resnect to 
the adjudication of nitrate deposits (arte 51), all decisions concerning snecial 
land and water communication concessions (art. 52), notifications of the sus»en- 
sion of mining »rivileges in certain regions, made necessary by the demands of 
public safety (arte 60), as well as all decrees »rovided for in the various ar- 
ticles of tne Sdict of 1914 and all regulations of the Bureau of Mines (art. 50) 
are published in the Official Bulletins 


TAXBS, HESS, FINES, AND DAMAG:S 
| Taxes 


The holder of a prospecting permit must pay a fixed tax of 20 centimes 
a nectare, and in no case may he »ay less than 300 francs a permite Taxes mst 
be said anmallr and in advance; failure to pay within the time limits specified 
results in the cancellation of the ,ermite (Art. 19.) Likewise, the nolder of 
an exoloitation nermit is subject to an anmal tax a hectare, as follows: For 
iron mines and mines -ieldinz combustibdles--l franc the first vear, 2 france the 
“second yerr, am 2 francs 50 centimes from the third year; for mines yieldin: | 
other substances——-1 franc 50 centimes the first vear, 2 francs 50 centimes the 
second year, and 3 francs 50 centimes from the third yesre This tax is due on 
the first day of Jamary or July >recedinzg the delivery of the mermit; it is 
demandable by semesters in advance; failure to pay within the time limits fized 
results in forfeiture of the permit (see page 6). (Art. 32.) ‘These taxes can 
not be increased until after a 7~rear period has elapsed. (Art. 59.) ‘The apnli-~ 
cant for an exnloitation permit must pay, vefore the delivery of the »vermit, a 
fixed tax of 500 francs, to tne credit of the French Protectorate; nomayment 
resulis in cancellations (Arte 29.) 


The exploiters of nitrates, salts sorings, and waters must pay, in addi- 
tion to the fixed and ad valorem taxes, & sxecial tax per ton of product mined 
(art. 51); holders of land and water concessions may be re-quirec to oay, in 
adcition to the fixed and ad valorem taxss, a snecial tax (art. 52). 


The transfer, or cession, of a permit is suodject to a tax: 300 francs 
for an exploration permit and 500 francs for an exploitation nermite These taxes 
are levied in acdition to tne ordinary tax on the cession of personal rights. 
(Arte. 20 and Zl.) 


Export taxes, nayable: to customs agents at tie land and sea frontiers 
of Morocco, are as follows: On all subdstances. classec under mines and not trans- 
formed into crude metal or alloys, 3 ner cent ad valorem; on all cruce metals 
except gold anc on the allovs nroducec from substances extracted in Morocco, 3 
per cent ad vatorem; on gold, 10 rer cent ac valorem. ‘riiu.ht metals are exemmi; 
“also mineral sutstances, crude metals, or alloys reexnorted are exempt on con 
Cition taat the reexoorter establisnes absolutely the certificate of orizine 
(Art. 46.) Exvort taxes can not be increased until after a 10-year period has 

slaosede (Arte 59-) 
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Claimants of minin, concessions must defray tne expenses of tne 
Bureau of Mines and its agents in establishing claims, marking boundaries, and 
similar services;.they must vay tierefor into the Bancue athtat certain »rovisionr 
al sums (decided yoon by the Bureau of Mines). (Artse 27 and 47.) ‘The petitione: 
for a prospecting: permit, too, must defray the exnenses of the Bureau of Mines 
incurrec in verifying boundary lines that have been found to intersect tne bound- 
aries of another prosvectorts claim. (Arte 12.) 


mixes 


A fine of from 500 to 1,000 francs, without taking into account the 
requirec restitution in kind or in value of tne products unlawfully minec, is 
levied upon (1) ever nerson that exploits mines without having the right and 
(2) ever verson that destroys, removes, or changes in an illegal manner the markar 
‘or boundary stonese (Arte 53.) 


| A fine of. 100 to 500 francs is levied uwoon any person that hinders 

the sunervising work of the azents of the Bureau of Mines; also on any person that 
does not kee» his markers anc boundary stones in good ordér; ana on any »erson 
that disobeys police rezulstions relative to the safety of the mines, without 


7 to the measures that the Government may take against the natives. (Art. 
O46 | | 


: Fines are announcec. by the courts of. co:mon lar, at the instance of the 
Bureau of Mines. (Art. 56.) 


‘The, prospector or the exploiter is recuirecd.to repair all damages 
that his omerations may cause to surface property, as well as to adjacent claims. 
(Arte 45.) _ 


General 


All sums ere calculated in gold francs, gold pesetas, or one-fifth of a 
gold Hassani rial, and they are payable in money that is legal tender in Morocco, 
at the rates of exchange used by tne Banque a'Stat on the day the payment becomes 
demandeble. (Arte 58.) 


MISCELLANZOUS PROVISIONS 
As a general safety measure, the Government may suspend the rignt of 
prospecting and that of acquiring prospecting and exploitinz permits in given lem. 
. ities, notices of the suspension -° bein; published in the Official Bulletins 
Rig ts acauired before the act of susvension will contime to be valid onl; at 
the risk and »eril of the overatore .Rovulations concerning the duration of per- 
mits and taxes are nonoperative during the period of susvension. (Art. 60.) 


New prospecting or mining permits applied for during the six months spec 
ified in the regulations relative to the settling of mining disvutes may not be 
Gelivered before the expiration of this six-month period. (Arte 61.) 
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TeC. 6266 


Persons that have been condemned for exvloiting mines without lawful 
right, for destroying, removinz, or chaacins m-rkers or boundnry stones, for fail- 
ing to keeo in good order markers or boundary stones, for hindering the suwoer- 
vision of azents of the Burecu of Mines, or for disobeying tne safety regulations 
cf tne volice are deodarred from ovtaining exclusive »rospecting vermits for a 


period of five ;ears. (Art. 55.) 
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